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‘Swiss Peace Initiative for Nagorno-Karabakh’ committee
officially founded

The non-partisan ‘Swiss Peace Initiative for Nagorno-Karabakh’ committee was officially
launched in Bern on 26 May 2025. The aim of the committee is to support the peace
process agreed on by the Swiss parliament and to give the displaced Armenian population
of Nagorno-Karabakh a voice at the negotiating table to enable their return.

The committee has 19 members from the National Council and the Council of States and is
chaired by National Councillors Erich Vontobel (EDU, ZH) and Stefan Muller-Altermatt (Die
Mitte, SO). In their speeches, both emphasised the urgent need to quickly organise the
planned peace forum.

In his speech, National Councillor Stefan Muller-Altermatt criticised the lack of action to
date: ‘Although this was a case of ethnic cleansing, the international community simply
looked the other way.” National Councillor Erich Vontobel gave a persuasive account of how
refugees from Nagorno-Karabakh pleaded with him during his trips to Armenia to take
action. "Switzerland has the expertise, the tradition and the credibility to make something
like this possible. It is our duty to fulfil this role now." As a next step, the committee seeks to
gain international backing for the Swiss peace initiative.

In addition to Swiss parliamentarians, guests from Armenia also made presentations -
including former foreign minister Vartan Oskanian and the former health minister of
Nagorno-Karabakh and head of the Lady Cox rehabilitation centre Vardan Tadevosyan, who
emphasised the humanitarian urgency of a right of return and for this to be anchored in
international law.

The event marks an important step towards the concrete implementation of parliamentary
motion 24.4259 and Switzerland's positioning as an active peace mediator in the South
Caucasus.

Website: swisspeacekarabakh.com

Contact: contact@swisspeacekarabakh.com

For further enquiries:

Erich Vontobel, National Councillor (EDU, ZH) and Co-Chair: +41 79 459 90 61
Stefan Muller-Altermatt, National Councillor (Centre, SO) and Co-Chair: +41 76 332 15 26
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